
 
 
PTSA 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

September 13, 2016 

 

 

 

Attendance: 

 

Administration: Craig Coutts, Dennis Stanworth, Bob Pomeroy 
PTSA Executive team: Debra Bajaj , Midori Murakoshi-Singer, Kris Wright, Kath 
Davies, Kiran Mocherla, Veronica Johansson 
PTSA committee: Lore Merlo, Michiko Shu, Maria Brackin, Karina Jack, Annette 
Hoffmann, Raju Mankani 
Parents: 37 
 
Welcome by Debra (meeting started 8,37) 

 

Motion for approval of the AGM minutes from May 10, 2016 by Midori, Karina 

seconded. All voted in favour. 

 

Administration’s Report 

 

Craig:  
We  now have 650 students as YIS. This is the highest number since 2011. All of the 
new students, the new teachers and support staff have settled in very fast due to the 
great mentor program  in use at YIS. A big thank you to Mentor organiser, Karina, 
and all the mentors that have worked hard in welcoming  the new families to YIS. 
 
YIS is encouraging volunteering, it is a great way to get to know and be a part of the 
school community. There are some areas that are always looking for volunteers, like 
the library, the sports program and classroom volunteering. So if you would  like to 
help in the library, please go and see Katy Vance. If you would like to coach a team 
in a sport you are good in or just like a lot, get in touch with Brinya. The students in 
the early and primary years are always happy to see their parents helping in the 
classroom or on the field trips.  
 
Feel free to get in touch with your child's teacher and ask if they could use your 
support.  
 
Student Council is organizing the summer festival, Natsu Matsuri. The festival takes 
place on Friday between 4-6 on the playground.  
 
 

 

 



 

PTSA Executive Team Report -  Debra 

 

We had a great turnout at the welcome back coffee and at all the grade coffee 
mornings. Most grades now have new class/grade parents. 
 
We are encouraging parents to look at our communication websites like: 
 
PTSA web page 
PTSA Facebook 
President's monthly message 
PTSA notice boards 
 
Here you can find all the information, news, calendars and events you need 
regarding the school. Also, if you want to buy the red PTSA t-shirt to use during 
events, at school, or during food fair, you can get this from the school store. They 
also have some aprons left from food fair last year.  
 

Student Council is looking for parent volunteers to help with Natsu Matsuri, between 
2:45-6 pm on Friday.  
 

Treasurer’s Report - Kris 

 

We are in great shape. There is now 5,4 million yen in the account. We need, 
according to the constitution, to start the school year with 4.5 million yen. We have 
two costs coming up: one is for the orientation for new families for 175,000 yen and 
the other is for the flowers for the funeral that took place during the summer. 
 

Reports from Coordinators:  

 

Mentor Program - Karina Jack 

 

A big thank you to all the mentors. We have 59 mentor families out there, but 
if you have younger children and want to become a mentor family for families 
with younger children, you are more than welcome become a mentor. The 
mentor program is looking for families with younger kids to mentor 
newcomers. We have 145 new students this school year so far. We have 
received very good feedback from the new families regarding our mentors and 
the mentor program. 

 

Events - Kiran Mocherla 

 

Our next big event is Chillin’ and Grillin’ BBQ on 24 September. It is to be held 
on the school playground/cafeteria between 6.30-9.30 pm. The ticket price 
for parents is Y1500 including dinner and the staff band will be playing. 
Babysitting is available for new families.  

 

 

Parent Activities Report - Lore Merlo 



 

We have a lot of new and exciting parent activities and we encourage you all 
to come and enjoy them. You will find them in the calendar and in the news 
feed. If you have a skill and want to share it with others, you are more than 
welcome to get in touch with the PA team.  
 
There is a supermarket tour coming up with Michiko Shu. If you want to learn 
about the veggies, how to tell the difference between salt and sugar, and what 
to do with all the new ingredients, please sign up. It is a great and fun tour. 
 

Food Fair - Kath Davies 

 

The first meeting last Friday was a success, with a lot of people attending. The 
presales will start soon.  Dates will be communicated through the YIS 
Broadcaster, the PTSA President’s message, and various areas on the YIS and 
PTSA websites.. 

 
● Falafel pre-sale on October 7 
● Indian stall pre-sales on September 29, October 7 and October 21 
● Japanese pre-sale on October 5 

 
The collection place is on the playground. Please check the website and 
facebook page for the details on ordering and deadlines.  The deadline for 
orders is usually a couple of days before the pickup date. 

 
Food Fair is reintroducing the Bottle stall. You can donate any bottle you have 
- wine, coke, champagne, perfume, ketchup etc - on Fridays, starting Friday 
September 23 in the main lobby.  

 
ICJC Update - Michiko Shu 

 

International Centre of Japanese Culture. They offer a lot of interesting trips and 
workshops to for example, tea ceremony and cooking classes. They are located 
across the road from the school next to the gym. Please come over and get a folder 
full of interesting lectures and events. 
 

Any other business 

 

Bob Pomeroy informed us about earthquake procedures at YIS. 
 
Meeting ended at 9,04 am 

 

Today’s meeting was followed by an Earthquake Preparedness Presentation by 

WaNavi  

 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday October 11, 2016, 8:30 in the Cafeteria.  

Veracross training by IT Dept will take place immediately after the PTSA 

Meeting. 


